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a great, scientifically organized army of the most improved sort
The first campaign divided itself into three acts.

1.  The Germans, taking the offensive, attacked both the army
of the Rhine and that of Alsace simultaneously (August 6).   The
army of Alsace, crushed by the Third army at Froeschwiller-
Reichshoffen, a confused battle entered upon unintentionally by
the Bavarians, evacuated Alsace in disorder and retreated to
Chalons.   The army of the Rhine, attacked by the First army at
Forbach-Spickeren, a height which the Prussians took by storm,
fell back on Metz.   The results were the abandonment of Alsace,
Vhere the Germans had now only to besiege Strasburg, the fall
of the Ollivier ministry, the withdrawal of the troops from Rome,
and an impression throughout Europe that France was irre-
mediably defeated.   Italy, which was still negotiating, decided to
remain neutral.   She had made a treaty of neutrality with Aus-
tria, but remained armed: in order to resist Napoleon's solicita-
tions more easily, she concluded with England a treaty binding
both to remain neutral.

2.  The three German armies attacked the army of the Rhine,
increased to over 150,000 men, and checked its progress by three
series of battles, the most disastrous of the war: Borny, in the
east, on August 14; Mars-la-Tour, in the southwest, on August
16; and Gravelotte, in the northwest, on August 18.   Meanwhile
the Second army had surrounded Metz and cut off its retreat
The result was to bottle up the principal French army, which
was formed of picked soldiers and was the only body capable
of checking the enemy's advance.   The Germans left before
Metz the First and Second armies joined in one (200,000 men),
which shut in the French by a line of intrenchments.   The Third
German army marched on Chalons; a Fourth army of 75,000
men was left on the Meuse to cut off the French re-enforcements.

3.  An army improvised at Chalons from the debris of the army
of Alsace and re-enforcements of an inferior character, set out
under MacMahon to relieve the Metz army.   It advanced so
slowly that it gave the Third army of Germans time to arrive;
stopped by the army of the Meuse, then driven northward, it
was surrounded at Sedan, and the whole army, with Napoleon
himself, was forced to surrender (September 2).   There was no
longer a French army.   Italy occupied Rome.

II. The second part of the war was longer and more com-
plicated, but much less important from a military standpoint.
France, invaded and deprived of her regular army, resisted to